
- --- -- - - -

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board ofRegistered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in 

this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective on December 7, 2012. 

IT IS SO ORDERED December 7, 2012. 

Raymond Mallei, President 
Board of Registered Nursing 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CONNIE EHICHANYA IKPOH 
27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408 
Canyon Country, CA 91387 

27301 Dovehouse Street 
Santa Clarita, CA 91387 

Registered Nurse License No. 471392 
Nurse Practitioner Certificate No. 16356 

Respondent 

Case No. 2012-168 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
GLORIA A. BARRIOS 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
ARMANDO ZAMBRANO 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 225325 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 900 13 

Telephone: (213) 897-2542 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CONNIE EIDCHANYA IKPOH 

27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408 
Canyon Country, CA 91387 

27301 Dovehouse Street 
Santa Clarita, CA 91387 

Registered Nurse License No. 471392 
Nurse Practitioner Certificate No. 16356 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2012-l68 

STIPULATED SURRENDER 
OF LICENSE AND DISCIPLINARY 
ORDER 

In the interest of a prompt and speedy resolution of this matter, consistent with the public 

interest and the responsibility of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer 

Affairs, the parties hereby agree to the following Stipulated Surrender of License and 

Disciplinary Order, which will be submitted to the Board of Registered Nursing for approval, and 

adoption as the final disposition of Accusation No. 2012-168. 

PARTIES 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer of the Board 

of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs. She brings this action solely in her 

official capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the 

State of California, by Armando Zambrano, Deputy Attorney General. 
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2. Connie Ehichanya Ikpoh ("Respondent") is representing herself in this proceeding 

and has chosen not to exercise her right to be represented by counsel. 

License History 

3. On or about August 31, 1991, the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board") issued 

Registered Nurse License Number 471392 to Respondent. The Registered Nurse License was in 

full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on May 31, 

2013, unless renewed .. 

4. On or about March 14, 2006, the Board of Registered Nursing issued Nurse 

Practitionei· Certificate Number 16356 to Respondent. The Nurse Practitioner Certificate was in 

full force and effect at.all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on May 31, 

2013, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

5. Accusation No. 2012-168 was filed before the Board of Registered Nursing and is 

currently pending against the Respondent. The accusation and all other statutorily required 

documents were properly served on Respondent on September 22, 2011. Respondent timely filed 

a notice of defense contesting the accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 2012-168 is attached as 

Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

6. Respondent has carefully read and understands the charges and allegations in the 

Accusation No. 2012-168. 

7. Respondent has carefully read and understands the effects of this Stipulated Surrender 

of License and Disciplinary Order. 

8. . Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to have 

a hearing on the charges and allegations in the accusation; the right to be represented by counsel 

at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration 

and court review of an adverse decision; and all . other rights accorded by the California 
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Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

9. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set fOFth·above.~ 

CULPABILITY 

10. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 20l2-168. 

11. Respondent agrees that cause exists for license discipline and hereby surrenders her 

registered nursing license and nurse practitioner certificate for the Board's formal acceptance. 

12. Respondent understands that by signing the stipulation she enables the Board to issue 

an order accepting the surrender of her registered nursing license and nurse practitioner 

certificate, without further process. 

CONTINGENCY 

13. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board. Respondent understands 

and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of Registered Nursing may 

communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and settlement, without notice to 

or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees 

that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the 

Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and 

Order, the Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, 

except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the 

Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered the matter. 

14. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of the Stipulated Surrender of 

License and DisCiplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force 

and effect as the originals. 

15. The Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order are intended by the 

parties to be an integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of 

their agreement. It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, 

discussions, negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). The Stipulated Surrender of 
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License and Disciplinary Order may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or 

otherwise changed except by a writing executed by an authorized representative of each of the 

parties. 

16. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the Board of Registered Nursing, may without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and 

enter the following Order: 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that registered nurse license number 471392 issued to 

Respondent is surrendered and accepted by the Board of Registered Nursing. Furthermore, nurse 

practitioner certificate number 16356 issued to Respondent is surrendered and accepted by the 

Board of Registered Nursing ; 

1. The surrender of Respondent's registered nurse license and nurse practitioner 

certificate, and the acceptance of the surrendered license and certificate by the Board, shall 

constitute the imposition of discipline against Respondent. 

2. The stipulated surrender constitutes a record of discipline and shall become a part of 

the Respondent's license history with the Board of Registered Nursing. 

3. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a licensed registered nurse and nurse 

practitioner in California, as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. 

4. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license, and if one was 

issued, her wall certificate, on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

5. If the Respondent subsequently applies for licensure or petitions for reinstatement in 

the State of California, then the Board shall treat the application or petition as a petition for 

reinstatement. Respondent shall comply with all laws, regulations, and procedures for 

reinstatement of a revoked license in effect at the time when the petition is filed, and all of the 

charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 2012-168 shall be deemed to be true, correct, 

and admitted by the Respondent when the Board detennines whether to grant or deny the petition. 

6. If Respondent applies for a new license or certification, or petitions for reinstatement 

of a license, by any other healthcare licensing agency in California, then all of the charges and 
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•. 

I. allegations contained in Accusation No. 20,12-168 shall be deemed to ·be true, correct, and 

2 admitted by the Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of Is.sucs or any other pro~;c:c:::<.ling 

· J ·· seeking to deny or restrict licensure; 

4 7. Prior to the Respondent '5Ung an ~pplication for licensure or petitiou for reinstatement, 

5 the Respondent shall pay the Board ofRegbtered Nursing the sum of$8,680.00 as the cost of the 

6 .investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Bu:;i·r.1c~::; and Professions Code sec-tion 

·7 125.3. 


8 
 ~- Respondent shall not apply for licep.sure or petition for reinstatement fot at least t\vo 

9 (2) years from the effective date of the Decision arid Order. 

1.0 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have. carefully read the Stipulated Surren9er of License and DisCiplinary Order, 1 
\ . 

. . 


understand the stipulation and the effect it·will have on my registered nurse license and nurse 


practitioner ccrti~c.atc: I enter into this stipulation voluntarily, kuu"":'ing:Jy, and intelligently, and 14 
'• 

15 · agree t6 be bound by the Decision and ower of the Bo~red Nursing. 

16 pated: September..]____, ~012 "=='=l);;==-=~::-::!r..!(=·V:~'J=--:-::o-=-:--:::-==-;------
1'7 coNNrn-iB.iGHANYA IKPOH 

· Respondent 

18 

19 :ENDORSEMENJ.: 

20 The foregoing Stipulated Surrender ofLicense· and Disciplinary Order are ·hereby submitted 

21 for consideration by the Board ofRegistered Nursing. 


22 
 Dated: September$ 2012 Respectfully Submitted, 

23 KAMALA D. HA.ruus 
Attorney General of California24 GLORJAA. BARRIOS 

25 ::I[;=Generru
26 


27 
 Deputy Attorney Geners.l ·. 
Attorneyfor Complainant .

28 LA2011600578/5tl57610.docx/09.04.20i.2 · 

Stipulated Surrender of License: (Case No. 20!.2-168) 
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KAMALA D' HARRIS 
Attorney Genyral of California 
GLORIA A. BARRIOS 
SupervisingJ)~puty Attorn~y G~neral 
ARMANDOZAMBRANO . 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No.. 225325 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 

Los Angeles, CA 90013 · 

Telephone: (213) 897-2542 

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORETHE . 
· BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING 

DEPARTMENT OJ! CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 

CONNIE EHICHANYAIKPOH 
27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408 
Canyon Country; CA 913 87 

ACCUSATION 

Registered Nurse License No. 471392 
Nurse Practitioner Certificate No. '16356 

Respondent. 

~om~lainant alleges: 

PARTIES .:: 
' 

1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed.,·RN· C'Complainan:t11 
) brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as. the Executive· Officer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of 

Consumer Affairs. 

License History 

2. On <?r about August 31, 1991, the Board of Registered Nursing ( 11Boar~11) issued 
.. 

Registered··Nurse License "_Number 47139.4, to. Connie Ehichanya Ikpoh (11Respondent':). The 

Registered Nurse "License v.:as in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought 

herein and wiil expire on May 31, 2013, unless renewed. 
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3. On or about March -14,., 2006, the Board of .Registered Nursing issued Nurse 

Practitioner Certificate Number 16356 to Respondent Connie Ehichanya Ikpoh .. The Nurse 

Practitioner Certificate was in full force and effect-at all times-relevant to_ the charges brought 

herein and will expire on May~31, 2013, unless renewed. 

,. JURiSDICTION 

4. This Accusation is brought befo~e the Board of Rygistered Nursing, Departinent of 

Consumer Affairs, under. the auth9rity of the following lEJ.WS. All section references are to the 

Business and Professions Code ("Code 11
) unless otherwise indicated. 

5. · Section 2750 of the Code provides in pertinent part:. 

11Every certificate holder or licensee, including licensees holding temporary 
licenses, or licensees holding licenses placed in an inactive s.tatus, may be 
disciplined as provided in this article [Article 3 of the Nursing Practice Act (Bus. & 
Prof Code Section 2700 et seq.)]. As used in this article, "license" includes 
certificate, registration, or any other authorization to engage in practice regulated 
by this chapter. The proceedings under this artiele shall · be conducted in 
accordance with Chapter 5 ( corn·mencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division 
3 of Title 2 of the Government Code_ [the Administrative Procedure Act], and the 
board shall have all the pow~rs granted therein." .. . · 

6. .. Section 2764 ofthe Code-provides: 

11The lapsing or suspension of a license by operati<?n Of law or by order or decision 
of the board or a court of law, or the voluntary surrender of a· license by a licentiate 
shall not deprive the board ofjirrisdiction to proceed -vvitb. any investigation of or 
action or . disCiplinary proceeding against s.uch license, or to render a decision 
suspending or revoking such license. 11 

· 

. . 
7. Section 118(b) of the Cod~ provides, in pertinent part:. 

"The suspeiisiQri, expiration, or forfeiture 'by operation of law of a license issued by 
a board in the department, or its suspension, forfeiture, Dr cancellation by order of 
the board or ·by order of a court of law, or its surrender withoutthe written consent 
of the board, shall not, during imy period in which it" m~y. be renewed~ restored, 
reissued, or reinstated~ deprive the board of its authority to institute or continue a 
disciplinary proceeding against the licensee upon any grol).nd provided by law .or to 
enter ari order suspending or revoking the license o_r othenyise taking disciplinary ' 
action agaip.st the licensee ori any such ground." 
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STATUTORY PROVISIONS. · 

8. Section 490 of the Code provides in pert~nent part: ·.. 

"(a) Iri addition to any oth~f ~6tion thaCa- board is pe~nitted to take againsta- 
licensee, a board may-suspend .or revoke .a lic~nse· on ~he,.grourid that the licensee 
has beert convicted of a crime, if the crime is sithstantially related to the 
qualifications, functions, or· duties of the business or profession for w~ich the 
license was issued. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a board may exercise any authority 
to discipline a licensee for conviction of a crime that is independent of the authority 
granted under subdivision (a) only if the crime is substantially related to the 
qualifications; functions,'· or duties of the business or profession for which the 
licensee's license was issued. . 

. (c) A conviction within the meaning of this section means· a plea or verdict of guilty 
or a: conviction following a .plea of nolo contendere. Any action that a board is 
.Perinitted to take following the establishment of a conviction may be taken when 

·.the time for appeal has elapsed, or th~ judgment of conviction has been affirmed on 
· .appeal, or when an order granting probation is made suspending the i,mposition of 

sentence, irrespective·of a subsequent order under the provisions of Section 1203.4 
of the Penal Code ... " 

9. Section 493 of the Code pr9vides: 
' ' 

"Notwithstanding any other provision oflaw,.in a proceeding conducted by a board 
within the .department pursuant to law to deny an application for a license or to 
suspend or revoke a license.or otherwise take .d~sciplin~y action against a person 
who holds a license, upon the 'ground that the applic;~t. or the licensee has been 
convicted of a crime substantial~)'· related to th:e qualifications, functions; and duties 
of the licensee in question, the record of conviction.'ofthe.crime s~all be conclusive 
evidenc;e of the fact that the. conviction occurred, but only of that fact, and the board 
may. inquire into the circumstances surrounding the cqJtmission of the crime in _ 

· · order to fix the degree of disCipline or to determine if the· c.oriviction is substantially 
related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of the licensee· in question. 
As used in this section, "licens~" includes "certificate,"· "permit," "al].thority," and 
"registration. 11 • • • • .. 

.10. Section 810 of the Code provides in pertinent ·part: 

. "(a) It shall constitute unpr~.fessto.nal conduct and .ground~ ·for dis~iplinarY action, 
. including suspension or· ·revoc~tion of a .license or c~ificate, for .a health care 
..professional to do any of the following in connection with his or her ·professional 
activities: 

(1) Knowingly present or cam'?e to be presented any false or frauqulent- claim for 
the payment of a loss under a contract of insurance. . · 

(2) Knowingly prepare, m?-ke; ·or subscribe. any writing, _.with intent to present or . 
use the same, or to allow it to be presented or used in support of any false or 
fraudulent claim. 11 

• · 

;.; 
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11. Section 2761 of the Code provides in pertinent part: 

11The board may take discipli:n.;rry action against a certified ·or licensed nurse or 
_deny an application for a certificate or license fo:r.any ofth~ following: 
(a)Uriprofessional conduct, which includes, but is-not limited to; the followi.Jlg: 11 ~ 

11 (f) Conviction of a felony or of any offense subs~antially related to the 
· qualifications, functions, and duties of a registered nurSe; in which event the record 

of the conviction shall be conclusive evidence thereof. 11 

12. Section 2765 ofthe Code provides: . 

. 
11 A plea or verdict of.guilty or a conviction following a plea, of nolo contendere 
made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions and duties of a 
registered nurse is deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of this article. The 
board may order the license or certificate suspended or revoked, or may decline to 

: issue a license or certificate, when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment 
·. of conviction has been affirmed on appeal or when an order granting probation is 

made suspending the. imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order 
. under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing such person.to 
withdraw his or her plea of guilty and to enter a plea of not guilty, or setting aside 
the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information or indictment. 11 

. . 

REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

13. C~ifornia Code ofRe~l~tions, title.16, sect,ion 1444; provides: . . . . . ·•.. 

. "A convictioi1. or .act shall be considered to be suhs_tantially related to the 
qualifications, functions or ·duties of a registered nurse if to a substantial degree it 
evidences the present or potential unfitness of a registered nurse to practice iri a. 
manner consistent with the public health, safety, or :welfare. Such convictions or 
acts shall in<;lude but not beJiririted to the following:- . · 
(a) Assapltive orabusive conduct including, but no~ limited to, those :violations 
listed in subdivision (d) of Penal Code Section 11160. · .. 
(b) Failure to comply with any mandatory reporting requirements. . 

. (c) Theft, dishonesty, fraud, ·or deceit. . ·_.. · . 
··(d) Any conviction or act subjee:fto an order of registration pursuant to Section 290 
ofthe Penal Code." .··; 

.- 14: ~ California Code of Regula'tibns, title 16, s.ection 1445_· provide.s in pertinent part: . . . . 

il(b) When considering the slisp~~siort or revocation of aii-Cense on the grounds that 
a registered nurse has been convicted of a crime, the board,- in evaluating the 
rehabilitation of such person- and his/her. eligibility for a license will consider the 
following criteria: ! . .·.... . . . 

(1) Nature and severity of the act(s) or offense(s). 
(2) Total criminal record. . ·,·.' ... . 
(3) The time that has elapsed since commission of the act(s) or offense(s). 

. ( 4) Whether the licensee has. complied with any t~rms of parole,_ probation, 
restitution or any other sanctions. lawfully imposed against the licensee. · · 
(5} If applicable, evidence 0.£ expungement proceedings .pursuant to Section )203 .4 

ofthe Penal Code. .· . . .. 
(6) Evidence, i~any, ofreha~ilitation submitted bythe licensee." 
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COST RECOVERY 
:.. 

15.. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertine1_1t pa.:"i, that the Board may request the 

adniinistrative lawjudge to~direct a licentiate found-t~ h~y~ committed a viol~tionor viol~tions of 

the licensing act to pay a. SUm .not: to exceed the. reasonable· COStS of .the investigation and 

enforcement ofthe case. .. .·~ ..~ 

. BACKGROUND.FACTS ·. 

!'6. ·· Beginning in May 20.02 -and continuing through September 2009, the Respondent 
... 

·.. ~-

owned and ·operated a durable m~dical equipment . supply· company named Horizon Medical 
•, 

Equipment ~d Supply, Inc.· ("Horizon") in :):.-os Angeles, Califo.rni~. The Respondent and at least · 
. . . 

one other person also establish~d, operated, or. assisted three other durable· medical equipment 
' I ' ' 

supply companies ill California u;nder the busin~ss names of Pasco~ Medical Supply ("Pascon"), 


. Contempo Medical Equipment, Ine, .("Contempo") ·and Ladera Medical Equipment,. Inc . 


('iLadera").. A, criminal investigation revealed that the four ,?ompanies submitted multipie. false 
. · 

and fraudulent claims to Medicar~, a :federaily funded health. qare benefit program desigiled to . 
. . . . . . 

assist elderly ·and. disabled persons: The total combined false a;:.J.d fraudulent claim sch~me from 
. . 
·t~ese f9~.companies exceede~ foUJteen million dollars ($i4,000,000.) · 

· The Respondent and :P,er co-conspirators helped perpetrat~ the fraud by recruiting persons 
···.· . :. . ::.. . 

who would be designated as patients ~d Medicare ·be:heficiarles of the durable medical supply 

companies. Some of' the persons recruited were .parishioners of a ~hurch operated by the . . ·. . 

Respondent ·in L<~s Angeles, .CA. .Additionally, the Respondent and co-conspirators would . . . ' . . 

purchase false and .fraudulent· pres~ri,ptions .and docu:tQ.ents.. fo.r use in establishing Medicare 

claims. . The Respqndent and her co-conspirators· ~en generat~4 'arid cau1?ed to:be generated false 

and frimdulent claims for durable. r,nedical equipment item~, including power wheelchairs, 
. .... . . .. . . . . 

orthQtics and wheelchair accessoriee-, which were purpon:eoJy provided to patients by the . . . . . -~ .. . . ' 

· companies operated by or associated :yvith the Respondent. · A: ct~ina.J. i.nyestigatioll; revealed that 

some ~edicare patients never ~~ceiveq the power w~~~lchairs. o.~ .medical supply items: or did not . 

have a need for the powe~ wheelchai~...In ce~ain cases, the Respondent and her co-conspirators 

filed M~dicare c~airp.s for patients vyho yrere already dece.ased. · 
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Over ninety percent (90%) of the false ~d fraudulent Medicare claims were· for power . . .· . . . 

wheelchairs, which the Respondent and her co-conspir~tois purchased wholesale for 

appro_)dmately $900 each, but bill~d ~edicare for a:rproximately $6,000 each. ·The investi~ation 
• • . ~I 

and financial analysjs revealed th~t the Respondent obtained mqney from the·fraudulent scheme, 
,, 

which helped pay for renovations to her home, lease a luxury. vehicle, and purchase personal 
.·, .•. . ~ .~ 

items. · In August 2011, the Respondent and several co-conspirators were convicted by a jury of 
• • ' • :: • ·': 0 • • -~ 0 

multiple health care fraud crimes, in the United States Distr!ct ·coup: for the Central Distii.ct of 
. =·. .' ~, .. 

California..The Respondent's ~entencing hearing is scheduled for. November 14, 2011. 
• • o • ' • • o o ' ' ' I' 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE. 


(Criminal Convicti9n for Conspiracy to Commit Health Care Fraud) 


17. Re~pondenfs Registered Nurse License is subject to discipline under Code sections 

490 and 2761(±) for unprofessional <;onduct because the Respondent ha.S been convicted of a 

felony crime or 9f an offense sub~t~~i.ally related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of a 

registered nurse. The circumstances are as follows: 
• . I ' ' ,o 

·a. . On or about August 9,. 7011, in a ·criminal proce_eding entitled United States· o 

· Amer.ica v. Connie Ikpoh, in fue Unite4 States.District Court for:the Central District of California, 

. case number CR-o'9-1 008-GHK., ..the.. Respondent was co~victed by . a jury of the crime· of . . .. .. . ....• . . ., . : . . . ., 

Conspiracy to Commit Health Care Fr~ud in viola~ion ofJ 8 U .. S.. C Section 1349, a felony. 
' ' . . . 

-b. The Respondent, toge¢.er.with at least one ot~er per~,on, knowingly agreed to commit 
' . . 

. . . 

he~lth care fraud, in violation of_ Tit~e 18, United ~ta~es C~~e· Section 1347. As part of the 

crirclnal conspiracy, the Resp?nqeD;t and at least one. other ·person became merp.bers of the 

conspiracy knowing of its obj.ectapd intending to help ac.complish it. 

c. Complainant refers to. an~ by this referenc~. incorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraph ·16, inclusive, as though .set.forth fully herein. 
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SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE . 

(Multiple Criminal Convictio-ns for Health Care Fraud) 

··· 18~ ·-- Respondent's Registered Nurse -License_ is subject to discipline under Code sections 

·490 and 2761(£) forunprofessi0n~l conduct because the Respondent has been convicted of felony. 

crimes or of offenses substantially related to the ·qualificat~on~, functions, and duties of a 

registered nurse. The circumstances are. as follows: 

a. On or about August 9, 2011, in a criminal proceeding entitled United States o 

America v. C~nnie Ikpoh, in the United States District Court for ·the Central District of California; 
- . 

case riumber CR-09-1008- GHK, the Respondent was convicted by a jury of.four {4) counts of 

Health Care Fraud 1n.violation of 18 U.S.C Section 1347, 2(b), all felonies. 
.. 

b. The Respondent laiowingly and willfully participatd in a scheme ·or plan to defraud, 

or a scheme or plan for obtaining money or property froPJ. a h~::oJ.th care benefit program, namely 
. . .: :::~ . . •': . .-·· ...;. . . 

Medicare; by submitting false an4 frfJ.udulent Claims to t~e ~1e~thcare program or by false or·. 

fraudulent pretenses, representatiop.s, qr promises; The ~alse and fraudulent cl_aims or statements · · 

made or facts omitte~ as part o~the. scheme were material, ·that~-~' they had a n~tural·tendency to 

influetice, or were capable of .influ~ncing, a person to pc,trt with .money or property; The 

Respondent acted with the intent. t~ :~efraud; that is with the intend. to deceive or cheat; . The 

scheme was in connection with the d~livery of a payment for health cate benefits or health qare 

services. The facts that led to the four criminal convictions for health care fraud are as follows: . 
'h• • . • ' 

. c. On July 23, 2007, the Respondent owned and opera,ted a durable medical equipment 
• • o o I' ••I ,• 

supply company named Horizon Medical Equipment and Supply, · hie. ·("Horizon") in Los . . . . . . . . . 

Angeles;. Californla .. Hodzon submitted aMedicare . clail:n for. ,$-3, 144.3 6 "for multiple custom-fit . 

orthotics, which Horizon claimed it s1njplied·on July 19, 2007_, to a patient identified as "S.H." 

Patient 11S,H" informed investigators :;that she never received _tp.e orthotics. . This allegation is 
. . . . . . 

further identified as Count Six (6) in the Indictment for case nur.qber CR-09-1008- GHK, filed on 

September 30, 2009, in the United States District Court for the:_ Central District ofCalifornia. , 

.d. · On August 6, 2007, HorizAn submitted a Medicare. qlaim for $2,381.56 for orthotics it 

claimed it supplied that same day to. a patient benefiCiary id~ntified as "G.G." Patient G.G." . . . . . 
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informed investigators that she never received the orth?,tics. -r:his allegation .is further identified 

. • • c • • • •. • :·· . 

as Count Seven {7) in the Indictment for· case number CR-09-1 0,08- GHK, filed on September 3 0, 
. . . .~ . ~·:: . . ; ::· . .":,· . . . . . . . . 

2009, in~theUriitea ~tatesTiistrict Court for the-central District ofCaliforllia.- ---- --- - 

. e. On October 12, 2007, Horizon submitted a Medicareclaim for $3,381.16 for orthotics 

it claimed it supp~ied on August. 1,: .2007, ·to . a patient bene~_ciary identified as "S.G. '' The 

criminal investigation revealed that p~tient "S.G." had died on February 15, 2007. This allegation 

is further identified~s Count ?l.ght (8) in the Indictmenffo~ case number CR-09~1008:..GHK, filed 

on Septemb.er 30, 2009, 1n the United States District Court for the Central District of California. 

On February 12, 2008;. Horizon subJ:pitted a Medicare claim for $6,486:80 for a 

power wheelchair and accessories it claimed it s~pplied on January 18, 2008, to a patient 

beneficiary identified as "L.M.". Patient "L.M.n resides near Fresno, CA and infornied 

investigators that she received a·visit by amarketer offering.po~er wheelchairs. Patient "L.:t\1.". 

received the pow~r wheelchair fr.om· Horizon but irtdipated that. she never actually received a 
. . . . \ . . . 

. . 
medical evaluation from, the refen~ing;physician in Los Ang~le~; CA.. This allegation is· further 

identified as .Count Nine (9) in t}le .Indictment for case.n~mber CR-09-1008-GHK, filed on 
. . .... . ' . . . 

September 30, 2009, in the United States District Court for.the qentral District of California; 

. g. Complainant refers to. and by this reference incorporates the allegations set forth in . . . '·' ... . . . . . 

paragraph 16, inclusive, as though.set forth fully herein; . . . . . . . . . . . 

· TIDRD .CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional.Conduct) :.. . ' . 

·19. The. Respondent's. Regist~red Nurse Licens~ is _subject to discipline under Code 

section~ 810(a) and 2761(a) because 'fl:ie Respondent co~tted,an act ofunprofessio:p.alconduct 

~!..~~~!ngly presenting or c~using to be,prese:t?-ted any false or-~raudulent ~1~~-~o~:h~_payment 
. ··;·. -·· -- ..... ·····-· ----·· .... 

of a loss under a contract of insurance or by knowingly prep~-r.ing, making, or subscribing. any 

writing, with intent to present or u~~ t!i~ same,. o'r to· all?w it to .be presented or us~d ~ support of 

any fals.e or fraudulent claim. 

a. · Complainant refers to an~'. by.this reference. incorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraphs 16, 17, and 18 inclusive, as though. set forth full~ here~. 
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·:: 
PRAYER 

vVHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a·hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 
. . / ~ . . 

and that following the hearing; the ·Board of Registered Nursing i$sue a decision;
.. 

L Revoking .. or suspending Registered Nurse License Number 471392~ issued to 
,. 

Respondent Connie ~hichanya Ikpoh; 
: .:',.. :· 

2. Revoking or suspending Nurse Practitioner Certificate Number 1(5356, issued to 

Respondent Connie Ehichanya Ikpoh; 
. ' •. . .. ' ~ 

3. .Ordering Respondent Connie Ehichanya llcpoh to pay the Board of· Registered 

Nursing the reasonable costs of ·the investigation ~d enforc~m~nt of this case, pursuant to 

Business and Professions Code section125.3; 

4. Taking such other and further action as deem~d necessary and p~oper. 

DATED; Se..0.fem he·r 22.} zon.: v . . 

:-.. .. 

... 
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